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GHANAI AN GRANTED ASYLUM ON FALSE FEMALE GENI TAL
MJUTI LATI ON CLAI M CONVI CTED ON FEDERAL FRAUD CHARGES

JAMES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, announced the conviction of
REG NA NORMAN DANSON, al so known as “Adel ai de Abankwah” and
“Kukwa Norman,” on nultiple counts of perjury and fal se
statenents and one count of passport fraud. The verdict,
returned by a jury in the United States District Court for the
Eastern District of New York, found DANSON guilty on all nine
counts contained in the Indictnent.

The evidence at the trial showed that on March 29,
1997, DANSON entered the United States and presented officials of
the Imm gration and Naturalization Service (“INS") with a
doct ored Chanai an passport in the nane of “Adel ai de Abankwah.”
INS officials detected the fraud and inforned DANSON that she was
able to be excluded fromthe United States.

DANSON subsequently sought asylumin the United States



by falsely claimng that she woul d be subjected to fenal e genital
mutilation (“FGM) if she were returned to CGhana. On Septenber
9, 1997, DANSON testified, under oath, before Inmgration Judge
DONN LI VI NGSTON. At the hearing, DANSON nmade the foll ow ng
statenents, all of which were found to be false by the jury:

1. her nane was “Adel ai de Abankwah;”

2.  her nother had occupi ed the position of “Queen
Mot her” of her village in Ghana;

3. the traditions of her tribe required her to assune
t he position of Queen Mot her;

4. DANSON woul d be forced to undergo femal e genital
mutilation, and her |over would be killed, when tri bal
el ders di scovered that she was not a virgin; and

5. if DANSON was returned to Ghana, tribal elders

woul d find her wherever she |ived, and would bring her

back to her village to face fermale genital mutilation
or death.

Judge LI VI NGSTON deni ed DANSON s application for asylum
and the Board of Inmgration Appeals (“BlIA”) affirned the
decision on July 30, 1998. On July 9, 1999, the Court of Appeals
for the Second GCircuit reversed the Bl A s decision, and on August
13, 1999, the BI A granted DANSON asyl um

Wtnesses at trial included Nana Kwa Bonko V, the Chief
of Biriwa, DANSON s village in Ghana, and Professor Patrick
Qdubof our Twurnasi, a | eader of the struggle to eradicate FGMin
Ghana. Both witnesses testified that FGMis not practiced in

DANSON s region of Ghana, or by her tribe, and that, contrary to

DANSON' s story, FGMis not used as a form of punishnent.



DANSON s sentenci ng has been schedul ed for March 26,
2003. DANSON faces a maxi mum penalty of 10 years’ inprisonnent,
and a fine of $250,000, for her conviction of passport fraud, and
a maxi num penalty of 5 years’ inprisonnent, and a fine of
$250, 000, for each of the other eight counts of conviction.

M. COMEY stated that: “This defendant's |ies duped the
medi a, the courts, and public servants, and, in the process, hurt
the cause of all the real victins of genital mutilation. W hope
this verdict sends the nessage that we will not tolerate efforts
by unscrupul ous people to exploit a serious worldw de problemfor
their owm benefit. | amalso grateful to the INS, which absorbed
the slings and arrows of much undeserved public scorn for its
handl i ng of this case.:

M. COMEY al so thanked ROSLYNN R MAUSKOPF, the United
States Attorney for the Eastern District of New York, for the
assistance of her Ofice. The case was prosecuted in the Eastern
District of New York because the crinmes of perjury, false
statenents and use of an altered passport were all conmtted in
that district.

RONNI E ABRAMS and Al TAN GOELMAN, who are Assi st ant
United States Attorneys in the Southern District of New York, are
in charge of the prosecution. M. ABRAMS and M. GOELMAN were
appoi nted Special Assistant United States Attorneys in the
Eastern District of New York for the purpose of prosecuting this

case.
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